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Annual 
Elections 2017
The RMIT University Student Union 
(RUSU) provides all RMIT students 
with events, representation and 
support. RUSU is the only 100% 
independent body at RMIT and is 
governed by 25 elected student 
representatives that comprise the 
Student Union Council – RUSU is 
run FOR students BY students. We 
are here to ensure every student’s 
university experience extends 
beyond lectures and assignments. 
Every week RUSU’s purple colours 
are out and about with free food 
and fun. RUSU has over 80 clubs 
and societies that students can join 
– clubs may be political, spiritual, 
academic, cultural and social. 
While RUSU is the heart of student 
life, RUSU is also here for students 
when they need help - we have 
an extensive student advocacy 
service, information counters, offer 
a welfare drop-in centre and keep 
safe spaces on campuses. 

About the Elections: Voting at 

these elections will be by the 
optional preferential and optional 
proportional representation 
methods. Optional proportional 
representation will be the method 
of counting for those positions 
where more than one candidate is 
to be elected. If you want to vote, 
you don’t have to vote for every 
position – just the ones’ you’re 
interested in. You also don’t need to 
vote for every candidate. For each 
position you want to vote on, give a 

“1” to the candidate you prefer, a “2” 
to your second choice if you have 
one and keep going as far as you 
like. General Representatives and 
NUS delegates are proportionally 
elected (like the Senate), while 
all other positions have a single 
winner. 

The Returning Officer is John 
Milburn–Clark.
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Polling Booth Times 
and Locations
Polling booths will be located at the following 
dates, locations and times:

Monday  
September 4

Tuesday  
September 5 

Wednesday  
September 6

Thursday  
September 7

Friday  
September 8

City  
(Innovative  
Design Showcase) 
Bld 12.4 

10.30am – 3.00pm

9.30am – 5.00pm 9.30am – 2.00pm

4.00pm – 7.30pm

City  
(Academic Way)

9.30am – 3.00pm 10.30am – 3.00pm

4.00pm – 7.30pm 4.00pm – 7.30pm

City (SAB)  
Bld 80.3 Foyer

10.30am – 3.00pm

9.30am – 2.00pm 4.00pm – 7.30pm

4.00pm – 7.30pm

Emily McPherson 
Bld 13 4.00pm – 7.30pm

City (Carlton)  
Bld 57 Cafeteria 11.00am – 2.00pm 9.30am – 3.00pm

Brunswick  
Bld 514 Foyer 11.00am – 2.00pm 11.00am – 2.00pm

Bundoora (East) 
Bld 254 Lounge 11.00am – 2.00pm 12.00am – 3.00pm

Bundoora (West) 
Bld 202 Foyer 11.00am – 2.00pm 9.30am – 11.00am

City (Alumni 
Courtyard) 11.30am – 2.30pm
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Policies

Connect
Connect is a diverse team of passionate students 
ready to deliver an action-packed, quality year of 
support and service to the RMIT community.

This year, we’ve put together a team of new and old, 

fresh and experienced students. Many of our team 

have been representatives for their programs, have 

volunteered with RUSU, or have been leaders in clubs 

and societies. These students are now ready to take it 

to the next level and be your voice at RUSU. 

Connect delivers results. Connect candidates have 

fought and achieved significant changes to academic 

policy, ensuring that students with disabilities are not 

unfairly excluded from programs. Connect delivered 

RUSH Week, a fun week of competitions and events 

designed to engage students with campus life. Connect 

worked to bring you free food and drink in the new 

library and study spaces through the Welfare on Wheels 

program. Connect has made sure that there is more 

healthy food on campus, and maintained a Compass 

Cupboard with free food for students in need. Connect 

worked to continue great projects like the Compass 

Drop-In Centre, and made sure that the weekly BBQs 

were bigger and better than ever. 

In 2018, Connect is ready to do it again. With a fantastic 

team lined up, full of ideas and passionate about 

improving university life, you can’t go wrong with 

Connect.

Connect offers the accountable, active representation 

that the students of RMIT deserve. VOTE 1 CONNECT!

Left Action
Vote Left Action for a Student Union with a social 
conscience!

Left Action is an independent ticket of anti racist, left-

wing activists committed to fighting for and defending 

students.

Over the last few years it has been activists on our 

ticket who have organised, campaigned, advertised 

and rallied in some of the biggest and most successful 

student demonstrations in over a decade. Thanks 

to this organising alongside grassroots activists and 

students, we were able to stop the Liberal government 

have failed every step of the way! But both Labor and 

the Liberals support attacks on higher education, so 

we’ll need more of these protests in the future.

Left Action believes that student unions should have a 

social conscience. Students have to deal with a range of 

issues beyond what happens on campus. The majority 

of students live below the poverty line and are forced 

to work in underpaying hyper-casualised jobs. All of 

this is only exacerbated by the racism, homophobia and 

sexism that is prevalent in society. The student union 

provides essential services to students like free food 

and counselling but you have to fight the source of the 

problem as well. All Left Action candidates have been 

involved in campaigns for LGBTI rights, against racism, 

as well as protests to defend welfare and Medicare. 

For a student union that takes the issues of social 

justice seriously,and defends with all their power the 

rights of students, Vote [1] Left Action.

Monday  
September 4

Tuesday  
September 5 

Wednesday  
September 6

Thursday  
September 7

Friday  
September 8

City  
(Innovative  
Design Showcase) 
Bld 12.4 

10.30am – 3.00pm

9.30am – 5.00pm 9.30am – 2.00pm

4.00pm – 7.30pm

City  
(Academic Way)

9.30am – 3.00pm 10.30am – 3.00pm

4.00pm – 7.30pm 4.00pm – 7.30pm

City (SAB)  
Bld 80.3 Foyer

10.30am – 3.00pm

9.30am – 2.00pm 4.00pm – 7.30pm

4.00pm – 7.30pm

Emily McPherson 
Bld 13 4.00pm – 7.30pm

City (Carlton)  
Bld 57 Cafeteria 11.00am – 2.00pm 9.30am – 3.00pm

Brunswick  
Bld 514 Foyer 11.00am – 2.00pm 11.00am – 2.00pm

Bundoora (East) 
Bld 254 Lounge 11.00am – 2.00pm 12.00am – 3.00pm

Bundoora (West) 
Bld 202 Foyer 11.00am – 2.00pm 9.30am – 11.00am

City (Alumni 
Courtyard) 11.30am – 2.30pm
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Education is the core reason you are at 
university, so it’s really important you 
have a strong representative that will 
fight and advocate for the quality and 
accessibility of your education.

In my role as City Rep this year, I 
have been part of a team that has 
successfully lobbied for changes 
to Inherent Requirements, making 
courses more disability and mental 
health-friendly. We have also 
successfully lobbied the university 
to take a strong stance against fee 
deregulation which would see students 
in crippling debt and students from 
lower socio-economic backgrounds 
discouraged from getting a higher 
education. We worked with the Vice-
Chancellor to issue a statement to all 
staff and students confirming RMIT’s 
commitment to accessible higher 
education.   

It is this tradition of advocacy that I will 
continue in 2018. Students deserve a 
union that knows how to affect change 
at RMIT, so that your experience at 
university is a fairer and more enjoyable 
one. 

I look forward to working with Alan 
Padgham - the previous Education 
Officer - who has sat on many 
university boards and committees, 
advocating on your behalf to the 
highest levels of the university. 

I have the experience and zeal to be 
an effective advocate for you in 2018. 
I know how it’s done, and I’m ready to 
do it. 

VOTE 1 CONNECT!

BRUNETTI, Edoardo  
(Left Action)

2017 has been a year of government 
attacks on students. Fee increases, 
funding cuts, and dramatic changes 
of HECS have all been proposed by 
the government, as part of a wider 
war on students and young people. 
The best way to counter these attacks 
are students organising to fight back, 

who can engage the student body and 
fight side by side for our rights. We want 
to see ordinary students defending their 
rights and having a say in politics. Vote 
for Left action for a student union with 
a social justice conscious!

GVILDYS, Ella (Connect)

I believe a strong student union 
needs proper financial management. 
Student money should be handled 
responsibly, spent efficiently, and 
reported transparently. I will deliver an 
accountable and efficient RUSU in 2017. 

It’s not all about money though. The 
role of General Secretary is responsible 
for convening meetings, developing 
processes, and ensuring the smooth 
execution of RUSU’s day to day 
operations.

If elected, I will work hard to ensure 
your student union is operating as 
efficiently and effectively as possible, 
so that you can continue to enjoy great 
programs like the free weekly BBQs, 
RUSU parties and well-funded Clubs & 
Societies. 

I worked hard for students this year in 
the Activities Department, introducing 
Rush Week - a week full of activities that 
any student can participate in, with a 
focus on new students and international 
students creating bonds and friendships 
in good fun and sportsmanship. I will 
continue working hard as your General 
Secretary to deliver an active and 
accountable RUSU in 2017.  

VOTE 1 CONNECT!

Education 
Officer
XIA, Lily (Connect)

General 
Secretary
JIMENEZ LUDEKENS, Nahui 
(Left Action)

This year we’ve seen what a war on 
young people looks like. With cuts to 
education being tabled, university fees 
going up by 7.9%, and penalty rates 
being cut student’s life is becoming 
harder and harder. The last two years 
have seen the biggest attacks on 
students and higher education in 
decades. Student unions need to fight 
back against the Liberals and Vice 
Chancellors who want to see students 
burdened with hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in debt for a worse quality 
education. 

Student unions now more than ever 
need to be a combative bodies that 
provides leadership and fights for 
student rights. We have seen time 
and again the Liberal government’s 
commitment to privatising universities. 
We know this is the project of both 
major parties in this country and 
students need an independent fighting 
body that is prepared to actively fight 
against the cuts we are facing and 
throw itself into actions that defend the 
right of students to attend university.

Since 2015 I’ve been involved in 
activism on campus, promoting 
campaign and building demonstrations. 
I’ve campaigned for free education, 
equal marriage, refugee right and 
campaigns against racism. I think that 
when students are organised they can 
win. Student unions should not just stop 
at campaigns for education it should 
take up broader questions that students 
face like the fight for equal marriage 
and the increasing need to take a stand 
against racism. 

To do this we need left wing 
independent activists who can respond 
to anything that is thrown at students, 

Statements
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and the Education Officer should be 
someone leading this fightback. 

Throughout the year I’ve been heavily 
involved with the National Union of 
Students’ Make Education Free Again 
campaign. Though protests, petitions 
and stunt actions, the campaign has 
aimed to not only stop the Liberal 
government’s proposed fee changes, 
but also advocate for a return to 
free tertiary education. Free tertiary 
education would have numerous 
benefits to young people. It would 
encourage more people who previously 
couldn’t afford to study. It would reduce 
financial pressure on students. 

It would only cost around $8 billion 
a year, which is a drop in the water 
compared to the $67.5 billion the 
government has handed out to 
corporations in tax credit this year. 
It’s popular as well: 45% of Australians 
support free tertiary education, 
compared to 29% who oppose. 

As Education officer, I would campaign 
heavily against cuts to university 
funding and increases to fees. I would 
also advocate for free education, 
through activism, campaign, and most 
importantly, student protests!

Welfare Officer
ANAZ, Dilara (Left Action)

Students are a vulnerable group in 
society. If elected as welfare officer I 
will campaign to protect the interests of 
students and oppose the war waged by 
the government on us. As a student I’m 
aware of how difficult it is to maintain 
good grades and work at the same 
time. So my campaigning will take the 
form of me vying for the increase in the 
youth allowance which is 50 per cent 
below the poverty line and hence not 
enough to survive.  Other measures 
include pushing for the introduction of 
student discounts to be used when it 
comes to public transport tickets and 

food service providers, as most of us 
cannot afford these bare necessities 
needed to get by because of the 
outrageously high standard of living. 

As a student activist, I have the skills 
and experience that is crucial to 
fighting against the continuous attacks 
launched on students as I have been 
involved in the fight against the cuts 
to penalty rates and the fee increases 
and deregulation to higher education. 
And can therefore lead the struggle 
to challenge the government, whose 
norms are to deteriorate the standards 
of living for students. 

Vote for someone who is truly going 
to address your concerns. Vote #1 for 
Dilara as Welfare Officer.

SHARMA, Aditya (Connect)

The welfare and wellbeing of RMIT 
students is one of RUSU’s top priorities 
and an enormous part of our job at the 
union.

This year, we have delivered free 
breakfasts so that students can enjoy 
free, healthy food on every campus 
before they go to class. We have 
delivered free English Language 
Workshops for students to improve their 
language and engage with campus life. 
We have advocated for the SafeZone 
app to keep you safe on campus. 
We’ve also maintained the Compass 
Cupboard, providing free food for 
students who need it the most.   

CONNECT has expanded Compass 
mental health services to the Brunswick 
and Bundoora campuses, and ensured 
mental health services and self-care 
information is presented during the first 
week of courses.

As your Welfare Officer this year I have 
initiated the weekly Welfare on Wheels 
program, bringing free food and drink 
to students studying in the library and 
surrounding study spaces. This program 
has been hugely successful and I look 
forward to expanding it in 2018.

Looking after your health is essential for 

your success at university. As Welfare 
Officer, I will work collaboratively with 
the university to advocate for more 
accessible counselling and online 
mental health support. I also want to 
continue to bring you great activities 
and workshops. 

I look forward to taking care of your 
welfare in 2017, but in order to do that I 
need you to...

VOTE 1 CONNECT!

Women’s Officer 
JANCY BENNY, Athulya  
(Left Action)

The Liberal government has no 
interest in ending discrimination 
against women. The gender pay 
gap in Australia is 23% and is not 
expected to close for another 50 years 
according to the WEAG. In addition 
to this penalty rates in industries that 
disproportionately employ women 
workers such as hospitality have been 
cut. These attacks are forcing women 
to work even longer hours lowering the 
quality of life and limiting the ability to 
pursue higher education. 

The cuts to healthcare, welfare and the 
increase in fees entrench the unequal 
nature of our society by raising the 
obstacles women face and are driving 
women away from university education 
and into low paid jobs. Sexism is 
deeply entrenched in our society and 
it is not going to disappear unless it 
is challenged and student unions are 
well placed to play a leading role in the 
struggle against sexism. 

Over my time at RMIT I have 
helped organise and build a wide 
range of campaigns and rallies 
including education, equal marriage 
rights, refugee rights and counter-
demonstrations against racist and sexist 
organisations. The fight against sexism 
and for women’s rights is an important 
one and is intrinsically tied to the 
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fights for better education, healthcare 
and welfare. Having an activist as the 
Women’s officer is the best way to 
guarantee that the rights of women are 
best represented and best fought for.

HADI, Sadaf (Connect)

As your Women’s Officer this year, I 
have delivered ‘Girl’s Night Out’ movie 
nights, Spa Days, a ‘Girls Day Out’ at 
Latitude, Karaoke Nights, and more. 
Many of these activities were used to 
promote the new Women’s Room in the 
city which is in a much more central 
and safer location. I am very passionate 
about continuing the great work that 
was done, which has allowed more 
women to engage with RUSU. I want 
to continue this work and promoting 
the women’s room, which is a place to 
study, work or just hang out.

The Women’s Department worked 
with the President and RMIT to issue 
a joint RUSU and RMIT statement in 
response to the Australian Human 
Rights Commission’s report on Sexual 
Assault and Sexual Harassment at 
Australian Universities. We worked with 
the university to ensure extra resources 
were put in place for the release of 
results, and there is a lot more work to 
be done in ensuring RMIT is a safe place 
to study and work.

I am really passionate about women’s 
representation and I have so many new 
and exciting ideas that I can’t wait to 
bring to the department if I get re-
elected but in order to do that I need 
you to… 

VOTE 1 CONNECT!

Queer Officer 
GIDDINGS, Chris & 
ACREMAN, Natalie (Left 
Action)

Chris Giddings

The queer department should exist 
to enable queer students to stand up 
and fight for equal rights as well as 
defending the rights of queer students. 
A queer officer should play a role in 
leading these struggles and strive to 
have an outlook to challenging bigotry 
and winning more rights for LGBTQ+ 
people, both within RMIT and in 
broader society.

This means giving students the ability 
to be involved, through the queer 
department, in campaigns in support of 
marriage equality, against transphobia 
and homophobia, and for better 
conditions for queer students.

I have been involved in fighting for 
LGBTQ+ rights since 2014. I was 
responsible for establishing and 
running the Safe Schools program and 
queer group at my high school, and I 
have been since involved in LGBTQ+ 
activism, including organising and 
promoting the current campaign for 
marriage equality and in support of 
the yes vote. I have also been involved 
in several other campaigns for social 
justice and against attacks on student 
rights and welfare. These attacks 
disproportionately affect LGBTI people 
who are more like to live in poverty and 
require access to these services.

The urgent nature of the current postal 
vote, in addition to the fact that LGBTQ+ 
students shouldn’t have to wait to have 
equal rights, highlights the importance 
of having left-wing activist as queer 
officer now more than ever, and that 
means voting for me and my team, Left 
Action.

Natalie Acreman

LGBTI people deserve to have 
representatives that stand up and fight 

for their rights. Right now we’re facing 
an attack on all sides from a rotten, 
homophobic, Liberal government. 
When they’re not attacking the Safe 
Schools program or calling us all devil 
worshippers, they’re gutting vital 
healthcare and welfare services that 
so many LGBTI students rely on. And 
don’t even get me started on marriage 
equality! 

It’s been a real shame that this year the 
Queer Officers have been so passive 
and failed to launch an active involved 
campaign to get students to enrol and 
vote yes for marriage equality (they 
even went so far as to try and stop 
people from talking about it in the 
facebook groups!). This is a real problem 
when we know that our enemies are 
formidable and that every vote matters!

I’ve been proud to help lead and co-
ordinate the campaign on campus this 
year. I helped set up, along with my 
co-candidate Chris and other people 
on the Left Action ticket, the RMIT 
Students Says Yes To Marriage Equality 
campaign. We’ve run stalls, speak 
outs, and sign up sheets - all hugely 
successful actions that are going to 
make a real difference! Through this I’ve 
been able to work with other groups 
like Equal Love and the Young Workers 
Centre as well. 

Now more than ever, it’s important that 
we have activists in unions who are 
ready to stand in the tradition of the gay 
liberation movement and fight to win! 

ADCOCK, Ray & MILLER, 
Kelsie (Connect)

The Queer Department is one of 
the most active RUSU departments, 
representing, advocating and 
celebrating queer-identifying students. 
We ensure that queer-identifying 
students on campus feel safe and 
included in university life. In 2018, we 
will ensure that this continues to be the 
case. 

We continue to run Queer Rooms at 



 RUSU.RMIT.EDU.AU    RUSUPAGE    RMITSU    RMITSU    RUSUONLINE 9

the city, Brunswick and Bundoora, 
providing a place to relax, study, or hang 
out for queer students. We have also 
moved the city Queer Lounge to a safer 
space on campus in the city, responding 
to the needs of queer students on 
campus.   

This year, we have worked hard to raise 
awareness about the discrimination 
faced by queer-identifying students. 
The Queer Department participated 
in the International Day Against 
Homophobia and Transphobia, 
providing free food and activities as 
well as a platform for queer-identifying 
students to speak out about the issues 
they face on campus.

In response to the marriage equality 
plebiscite we have worked to get 
students enrolled to vote. We distributed 
enrollment forms to RUSU Front 
Counters and ran enrollment stalls at 
every campus in order to engage as 
many students as possible.   

We want to work even harder in 
2018. We will ensure the continuation 
and expansion of services for queer 
students on campus, and continue to 
celebrate all students regardless of how 
they identify. 

VOTE 1 CONNECT!

Activities Officer
DE WAN, Courtney (Connect) 

We all know that nothing compares 
to a RUSU party. In 2018, I will work 
to ensure that RUSU continues to run 
fantastic events events such as themed 
club nights, pub crawls and booze 
cruises, to ensure that you get to go 
out for a night out with friends at an 
affordable price. 

This year, CONNECT delivered 
RUSH Week, a fun week of games 
and competitions that provided the 
opportunity for students to make new 
friends and get involved with campus 
life.  

Next year, I want to make sure that there 
are more volunteering opportunities 
at RUSU events, so that you can get 
unique experience to build up your 
skills. 

I have worked closely with the Activities 
Officer this year to run great events 
both on and off-campus. Next year I 
want to run more fun on-campus day 
time events across not just the city but 
all RMIT campuses! I want to engage all 
parts of the RMIT community in RUSU 
activities and make the department 
something that appeals to students 
from all walks of life. 

If you want an exciting year packed full 
of volunteer opportunities, incredible 
parties and a ridiculous amount of fun, 
then make sure you…

VOTE 1 CONNECT!

TOLLEY, Rowan (Left Action)

Who better to represent activities than 
an activist?

I’ve played a role in building numerous 
student-led actions around issues 
such as marriage equality, anti-racism, 
and the “Make Education Free Again” 
campaign, just to mention a few. I’m 
running because the student union 
should do more than burn sausages, 
student unions should seek to involve 
students in something bigger than 
themselves, something that can capture 
the imagination, and something that 
ignites their desire to see a better world. 

The student experience is defined in 
part by the communities that students 
themselves form. An activist union 
would see activities as an essential part 
of engaging students in progressive 
causes in the broader community. 

Clubs and 
Societies Officer
HOCKING, Luke (Left Action)

Clubs and Societies are an integral 
part of university life. RUSU has many 
vibrant and engaging student clubs 
that appeal to and involve hundreds of 
students. As C&S officer, I will ensure 
the autonomy and success of these 
organisations. Student clubs should be 
fully independent of the university and 
not reliant upon the wishes of boards of 
management for funding etc. Vote for 
Left Action for an independent student 
union that will stand up for the rights of 
clubs and societies.

KERR-NELSON, James 
(Connect)

University is about more than just 
study. It’s an experience where we 
make friends, develop skills and create 
memories that will stay with us long 
after graduation. I believe clubs and 
societies play a large part in making 
university such a great experience, 
and I will deliver strong leadership to 
develop clubs and societies and make 
your journey through university one to 
remember.

Clubs are important; they provide 
opportunities to have fun, get together 
and gain valuable leadership experience 
to complement your studies. 

This year, CONNECT has continued to 
ensure that you gain recognition for the 
work that you do in a club by getting 
that work recognised on your academic 
transcript. We have handed out a record 
amount of clubs funding and have over 
100 active clubs and societies.

CONNECT worked hard to integrate 
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clubs into RUSH week, a week of 
competitions and activities. This week 
was a great opportunity for clubs 
to reach more students and engage 
existing members.

We have made clubs an essential part 
of university life by engaging them in 
orientation events and making sure 
as many students as possible get the 
chance to join a club or society.

I will ensure that clubs are easier to 
engage with, and that they have the 
funding they need to run events that 
benefit not just club members, but all 
RMIT students. 

I want to see more students involved 
in clubs, so that they can be involved 
in campus life and make new friends. 
I will work to increase the facilities, 
grants and training opportunities 
available to students to that RUSU 
clubs can continue to provide amazing 
opportunities and exciting events to all 
RMIT students.

VOTE 1 CONNECT!

City 
Representative 

FLEMMING, Adam (Connect)

With the city right on our doorstep, 
campus life and social opportunities at 
the City campus are often overlooked. I 
want to change that by better engaging 
students with events that the Student 
Union has to offer, and by expanding 
the volunteer program. I also want to 
give students the chance to develop 
their skills and have them professionally 
recognised. I will ensure RUSU offers 
more free food and flexible student 
services. 

As your City Representative, I will work 
hard to engage with the New Academic 
Street space and ensure the new 
services and businesses are student-
focussed. 

My experience as your Sustainability 
Officer in RUSU this year has given me 
invaluable insight into how to get things 
done. I am certain I have the experience 
and enthusiasm necessary to represent 
you in 2018. 

VOTE 1 CONNECT!

McBAIN, Alexander  
(Left Action)

The RMIT city campus lies close to the 
heart of Melbourne’s CBD. This puts 
it in a very important position in the 
fight for students rights. In the past, the 
most effective way that students have 
won their rights is through protesting. 
Currently, students face massive attacks. 
The Liberal government is pushing 
through cuts to higher education, 
making us pay more for less, and 
sooner. Welfare is constantly under 
pressure, so most students a forced to 
work casual jobs alongside their studies. 
Penalty rates are being cut so we have 
less money to pay for the things we 
need, resulting in one in five students 
having to skip a meal. But it doesn’t 
have to be this way. As an activist, I 
think it’s vital that students rights are 
represented and fought for on the 
streets of Melbourne. If you agree, you 
should vote for me and the rest of my 
team, Left Action.

Five (5) General 
Representatives
JIMENEZ LUDEKENS, Nahui 
(Left Action)

Left Action consists of left-wing 
students independent of the major 
political parties. We want a Student 
Union that will fight against attacks on 

students. With the Liberal party trying 
to increase university fees, gut funding 
to higher education and make students 
pay HECS back while earning as little as  
$42,000 per year, down from $55,000, 
while the cost of most courses will 
increase by up to $3,600 for a four-year 
course. Students need creative left wing 
independent activists who can organise 
to make education a right and not a 
privilege.

As an independent activist I have 
helped organise the national days of 
action that saw thousands of students 
voice their opposition to the cuts on 
the streets, I have campaign for equal 
marriage and campaigned against 
Pauline Hanson. Activists show the 
big role students can play in broader 
questions of society when they have 
the right political perspectives. Having a 
student union that takes the questions 
of education and social justice seriously 
is what Left Action is about. Vote Left 
Action!

ACREMAN, Natalie  
(Left Action)

Student unions need to have as many 
activist and left-wing voices in them 
as possible. As a student at RMIT for 
the last few years I’ve been involved in 
organising campaigns not just against 
deregulation of university fees, but also 
against racism, including fighting for 
refugee rights. This year I’ve also helped 
organise the ongoing fight for marriage 
equality on campus. 

Racism, sexism and homophobia, 
as well as the cuts to welfare and 
centrelink, affect students just as much 
as the cuts to education and other on 
campus issues do. It’s important to 
have an independent, unapologetically 
left wing activist on the Student Union 
Council who will take a stand around 
these issues and fight for the rights of 
students in every arena. 
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GAIT, Sheldon (Connect)

Campus life is one of the most 
important parts of university. At 
university you make friends you will 
keep for the rest of your life. 

As a General Representative I will 
support student life on campus by 
helping out wherever I am needed 
and doing the little jobs that are 
so important. I believe in fair and 
transparent student representation 
and will work hard to make the biggest 
possible impact for students. 

My focus will be on supporting the 
Student Union Council in making 
campus life as exciting and engaging as 
possible.

VOTE 1 CONNECT!

DOVE, Abena (Connect)

I am incredibly passionate about 
representation, leadership and most 
importantly RUSU.

I believe in a student union that 
represents students from every walk of 
life.

I’ve been actively involved in the 
Student Union for awhile, this year I 
have been the President of the Union 
and before that General Secretary, 
Education and Women’s Officer.  During 
this time I’ve gained a considerable 
amount of experience in the day to day 
operations of the union, supervising 
RUSU staff members and running 
departments in order to deliver 
important student services, campaigns 
and events. 

I care so much about the functioning 
of this union, as it is an incredibly 
important student resource. I want 
to bring all the passion and all the 
important lessons I’ve learnt and the 

experience I’ve gained into 2018 but in 
order to do that I need you to… 

VOTE 1 CONNECT!

GIDDINGS, Chris  
(Left Action)

(No statement supplied).

HOCKING, Luke (Left Action)

The student union should be the main 
body that stands up for students’ rights, 
against attacks from the government, 
the universities or from the right on 
society. As a general representative on 
the RUSU Council this year I have been 
the voice for activism in the union, 
organising and building campaigns 
against the increasing of university fees 
and the cutting of funding to education, 
against the rise of far right racists and 
white supremacists in melbourne, and 
of course most recently in the campaign 
to say yes to marriage equality.

Left Action is committed to building an 
activist student union and being a left 
wing voice for students. Vote for me 
and Left Action to ensure that the union 
is held to doing the job it is supposed to 
do, to be an activist body campaigning 
for the rights of students and the issues 
students care about.

RAJ, Shiona (Connect)

Communication is a massive concern 
at RMIT. Too often we get emails 
bombarding us with inappropriate 
information and not enough of the 
essentials. If elected as your General 
Representative I will ensure you get the 

information on the format you want. 
For example, lobbying RMIT to get an 
easy-to-use app.

As a General Representative this 
year, I have learned what it takes to 
productively and actively engage with 
students to ensure they are receiving 
the best representation they can get. I 
believe in fair and accountable student 
representation and will work hard 
to make the biggest possible impact 
for students. My focus will be on 
supporting the Student Union Council 
to ensure every aspect of RUSU’s 
operations is as efficient and effective as 
possible. 

VOTE 1 CONNECT!

PADGHAM, Alan (Connect)

As your Education Officer for the past 
two years, a lot has been delivered. 
Myself and the CONNECT team have 
made academic policy more student 
friendly, got more of your lectures 
recorded than ever before, worked on 
a fairer complaints process, created a 
more mental health-friendly campus, 
and so much more.   

In 2018, we can continue this work and 
make RMIT a better place to study.

I have the experience necessary to 
guide next year’s Student Union Council 
in their duties; I will ensure that RUSU 
continues to be a transparent, efficient 
and accountable organisation.

Ensuring that you have a good student 
experience at RMIT has always been my 
number one priority, and I will ensure 
that this continues to be the case in 
2018. 

VOTE 1 CONNECT!
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KETHEPALLI, Meghanadh 
(Connect)

As a General Representative I will be 
uniquely placed to represent RMIT’s 
international

community on the RMIT University 
Student Union Council and the broader 
committees within RMIT University. 

International students are a large and 
signifiwy life and taught valuable skills 
with like-minded people. I want to assist 
other elected student representatives 
within the student union to build 
communities on campus that welcome 
international students and provide 
opportunities to meet new people and 
socialise. A vote for me and CONNECT 
is a vote for a more welcoming and 
inclusive RMIT community. 

VOTE 1 CONNECT!

CHUA, Amy Hui Jin 
(Connect)
University should be an enjoyable place 
for everyone. Students shouldn’t have to 
struggle to get by, financially or socially. 
For students to achieve their best, they 
need to be provided with the best 
services, resources, and support right 
from day one.

I believe in fair and transparent student 

representation and will work hard to 
make the biggest possible impact for 
students. I want to make sure that we 
are not ignored and issues affecting us 
are recognised and addressed. If elected 
I will work to make sure that issues such 
as recorded lectures are enforced.

I want to assist other elected student 
representatives within the student union 
to ensure that university is an enjoyable 
time for students and that they can get 
the most out of their education. A vote 

for me and CONNECT is a vote for a 
more gratifying and enriching university 
experience.

VOTE 1 CONNECT!

JANCY BENNY, Athulya  
(Left Action)
(No statement supplied).

NUS Delegates 
– Seven (7) 
positions 

GVILDYS, Ella (Connect)
I am running for the position of delegate 
to the the National Union of Students 
because I believe that RMIT students 
deserve a strong representative 
voice on the national stage. With the 
Federal Government intending to 
partially deregulate university fees, it 
is more important than ever that both 

domestic and international students 
are represented with purpose, passion 
and a strong voice at the national level. 
The National Union of Students is the 
peak representative body for university 
students in Australia. If elected to this 
key representative body I will work to 
ensure that the voice of RMIT’s many 
student cohorts is heard loud and clear. 
As one of Australia’s largest education 
providers RMIT University should have 
representation proportionate to our 
size. Vote for me and I will work to 
ensure that, we the students of RMIT, 
are heard loud and clear on the national 
stage.

VOTE 1 CONNECT!

SU, Sen (Connect)
Studying in Australia can be hard so 

I want to make sure international 
students are represented here. I strongly 
believe that all students should be 
treated equally and that there should 
be the same support and services 
available to international students as 
local students. The National Union 

of Students is the largest group 
representing students in Australia and it 
is important that international students 
are represented on this key body. Many 
policies that are made by the Australian 
Government affect us at RMIT, from 
issues with study visas to working 
restrictions. These are national issues 
that affect international student all 
over Australia. If elected, I will provide 
a strong international student voice on 
the National Union of Students. Please 
vote for me and CONNECT to give 
international students the passionate 
voice we deserve.

VOTE 1 CONNECT!

JANCY BENNY, Athulya  
(Left Action)
The National Union of Students is the 
peak representative body of students in 
Australia and is committed to ensuring 
students have access to affordable, 
quality education and better living 
standards, which are all things the 
Liberal government does not want 
students to have. It is the organisation 

that runs the Make Education Free Again 
campaign and organises the opposition 
to attacks on higher education.

Over my time at RMIT I have been 
involved in building and coordinating 
protests not only against fee 
deregulation and funding cuts but also 
key issues such as marriage equality, 
racism and sexism.

Having as many experienced and 
committed activists as possible involved 
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in the National Union of Students is 
key to defending and fighting for our 
rights. I believe that my experience 
as a student activist will allow me to 
represent and fight for the rights and 
interests of students at the national 
level.

SHARMA, Aditya (Connect)
The National Union of Students is a 
critical body that gives students a voice 
to affect policy change at a national 
level. Over the past year, NUS has run 
huge campaigns aiming to make your 
textbooks cheaper, and to stop attacks 
on the quality of our education. As a 
supporter of a universal basic income, I 

want NUS to push for greater advocacy 
around this issue, and around the issue 
of student welfare more broadly. 

I have experience; I have been a 
delegate before, so I know how to push 
for change, get signatures on petitions, 
and get things done. I have the tenacity, 
zeal and work ethic to push for vital 
changes. You really can’t go wrong if 
you…

VOTE 1 CONNECT!

HOCKING, Luke (Left Action)
I’ve been very active on campus this 
year as a council rep and a leading 
student activist, involving hundreds of 
students in campaigns for marriage 
equality, free education, and for refugee 
rights. I’ve worked closely with office 
bearers from the National Union of 

Students in these campaigns and am 
continuing to do so in the Vote Yes 
for Equality campaign currently being 
run by NUS LGBTI department. I want 
to take the skills I’ve developed as an 
activist on campus to the National 
Union of students and help contribute 

to NUS’s ability to run strong national 
campaigns for students rights and social 
justice. We need a strong campaigning 
student movement all across the 
country to fight back against the right 
and put the bigots back in their boxes!

BRUNETTI, Edoardo  
(Left Action)
The National Union of Students works 
best when it is a fighting, activist body, 
standing up for students. This is when 
it is most effective, as seen with the 
campaign against fee deregulation in 
2014. Fee deregulation was stopped 
because of campaigners and activists. 

Through protests and stunts, it became 
untenable for the Senate crossbench to 
support it. As an NUS delegate, I would 
vote for activists and campaigners. It is 
only through having a union of activists 
and campaigners that we can have 
real power. And when we have power, 
we can effect change: we can stop the 
government’s attacks on students and 
young people, and we can also pressure 
the government to create positive 
politics for students and young people. 
NUS also needs to be independent. 
When the government of the day 
attacks young people and students - 
whether it be a Labor government or a 
Liberal government - NUS needs to fight 
back. We need a fighting, independent 
Union of activists, and as an NUS 
delegate I would vote for such a union.

ACREMAN, Natalie  
(Left Action)
This year Nation Union of Students 
officer bearers nominated with the 
help of Left Action delegates have led 
some of the most important student 
protests and campaigns we’ve seen 

on campus. This includes the fight to 
Make Education Free Again run by the 
Education Officer and the NUS Says Yes 

to Marriage Equality run by the LGBTI 
Officers. 

These campaigns can only exist by 
nominating left-wing activists on 
a campus level. I’m committed to 
ensuring that these fights continue next 
year and beyond and by voting for me 
as an NUS Delegate, we have the best 
chance at doing that! 

KERR-NELSON, James 
(Connect)
The relationship between the RMIT 
University Student Union and the 
National Union of Students is a vital one. 
The National Union of Students has 
national reach allowing it to represent 
students’ interests when issues affecting 
students on a national level arise (such 
as youth and study allowance). This 

allows RMIT University Student Union 
to provide an effective response to 
issues face students on a national level 
whilst still leaving the majority of it’s 
resources to campaign for students on 
RMIT campus specific issues. If elected 
I will work to strengthen ties between 
the RMIT University Student Union 
and the National Union of Students to 
ensure that RUSU continues to be able 
to provide effective representation for 
RMIT students affected by national 
issues. Your vote is crucial!

VOTE 1 CONNECT!

XIA, Lily (Connect)
The National Union of Students plays 
a vital role for Australian university 
students. It represents and lobbies on 
behalf of more than 1 million Australian 
university students, and works to 
safeguard their rights against a Liberal 



Statements

RMIT UNIVERSITY STUDENT UNION ANNUAL ELECTIONS 201714

government intent in strpping them 

away. 

In the face of fee deregulation, now, 
more than ever, vocal and effective 
representation in NUS is vital. I believe 
that I have the skills necessary to 
provide this representation. NUS must 
fight not only against deregulation but 
beyond it, and advocate on behalf of 
students on issues that affect all of us, 
like the outrageous price of textbooks. 

Vote to maintain the strong relationship 
between RUSU and NUS. 

VOTE 1 CONNECT

YAO, Mengyin (Connect)
As an international student here at 
RMIT University I understand how hard 
it can be living, studying and working 
in a foreign country. The Australian 
and Victorian governments can do 
much to help. For example, why should 
international students pay full price for 

public transport when local students 
get concessions? Living in Australia is 
expensive and international students 
do not have many of the supports that 
local students have. I want to make sure 
that international students are heard not 
just at RMIT but also around Australia. 
That is why I am running for election 
to the National Union of Student: to 
support all international students. 
Please help me to help you.

VOTE 1 CONNECT!

TOLLEY, Rowan (Left Action)
The national union of students is a 
powerful body that can advance the 
interests of students Australia-wide… 
but only if it fights for it! The interests 

of students have never advanced 

while peak representative bodies have 
retreated from a fight. This is why it’s 
essential that there are experienced 
activists in the NUS who’re determined 
to engage with student demands 
and mobilize students themselves 
to fight for them. I have experience 
in building protests and campaigns 
around issues such as refugee rights, 
marriage equality, and anti-racism. As a 
delegate to the NUS I can be a fighting 
representative for student’s demands 
and hopefully inspire others to action in 
the future. 

JIMENEZ LUDEKENS, Nahui 
(Left Action)
The National Union of Students has a 
key role in representing and fighting, for

student rights. This year at RMIT in 
coalition with NUS we have run a 
campaign to make education free 

again, and The Vote YES campaign 
run by the LGBTI department of NUS.  
As a NUS delegate I will ensure that 
this body continues to put pressure 
on the Government and University 
administration to fight for student rights.

TAHIR, Umer (Connect)
I believe in supporting the underdog 
and giving people a fair go. It was to 
defend the principles of a fair go for 
students that the National Union of 
Students was created. It is this link 

between my own views and the 
principles of the National Union of 
Students that has lead me to run for 
election as one of RMIT University’s 

delegates to the National Union of 
Students. RMIT University was founded 
as a Working Man’s College. If elected 
I will campaign for you to ensure that 
the principles of equity and a fair go, 
which RMIT University was foundered 
on, are honoured and maintained at the 
National Union of Students. Your vote 
is vital.

VOTE 1 CONNECT!

GIDDINGS, Chris  
(Left Action)
The Nation Union of Students can play 
a massive role in defending the rights 
of students and stand up for wider 
demand in the community. As such, 
an NUS delegate should be invested 
in standing up for social justice and 

for the rights of ordinary people. As a 
left-wing activist, I have to experience 
and political motivation to be involved 
in building campaigns for the benefit of 
all of us.
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HAVE YOUR SAY


